
Motion to Launch a Formal Discernment Process for Elba United Methodist Church 

Whereas, the UMC has been in conflict for decades over issues of Biblical authority, same sex marriage, 

ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals and many other issues, and 

Whereas, the General Conference 2020 has been postponed until 2024, and  

Whereas, the serious issues dividing the UMC have not yet been resolved, and  

Whereas, hundreds of United Methodist Churches in our Annual Conference are conducting a 

discernment process and are considering disaffiliating from the UMC, of which some have already 

disaffiliated, and  

Whereas, the people of our church deserve to be fully informed about the issues causing division in the 

UMC, and  

Whereas, our church members need to dutifully explore all of the options they may have regarding the 

future of the Elba United Methodist Church, and  

Whereas, the membership at each and every United Methodist Church should have the opportunity to 

decide the best option for their future as a local church, and  

Whereas, the Book of Discipline allows for 10% of the professing membership of the local church to call 

for a “church conference” according to paragraph 248. 

Therefore, we the undersigned move to call for the leadership of Elba United Methodist Church to 

officially begin a “formal discernment process” for the purpose of educating our membership about the 

issues facing the UMC and for the purpose of exploring all of the options available to Elba United 

Methodist Church. To begin this formal discernment process we move to notify our District 

Superintendent that our church desires to officially begin the discernment process and set a date for a 

Town Hall as soon as possible with our District Superintendent as required by the AWFC Board of 

Trustees discernment and disaffiliation process.  

Furthermore, as a part of that discernment process, we move that the leadership set dates to have 

multiple “listening posts” for the congregation and to have fair representation at these listening posts 

from the UMC, the Global Methodist Church, the Free Methodist Church, and possibly, other Pan-

Methodist denominations. (Other various options to be determined by the leadership) The purpose of 

having representatives from each viable option or denomination is to present to the church leadership 

and to the membership the benefits of each of these major options.  

The Basis for this Discernment Process can be found in the AWFC Board of Trustees Discernment and 

Disaffiliation Process as found on the conference website:   AWFUMC.org 

Also, The UMC Book of Discipline provides for the discernment and disaffiliation process under 
paragraph 2553.1 
“Because of the current deep conflict within the UMC around issues of human sexuality, a local church 
shall have a limited right, under the provisions of this paragraph, to disaffiliate from the denomination 
for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of 
Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions of its 
annual conference related to these issues which follow.” 


